Roads and Traffic Meeting
28 November 2024
Napier Municipal Offices
Present
D Wasserman (DW) CAM
K Poulter (KP) NRA
J Moult (JM) NRA
Apologies: Head of Traffic Control Esau Everts
DW indicated that he had been asked by the Municipal Manager (MM) to meet with the NRA following the recent request by the NRA for a meeting with CAM and province in connection with “Road safety and speed calming measures in Napier”.  DW indicated that there had been numerous engagements with province about raised tables. The provincial engineers had agreed to 2 raised tables, one near Pickled Green and the other near the Hotel. Unfortunately these had been rejected by the previous NRA committee who had wanted raised tables near the Farm Stall. 
KP indicated that the raised table proposed by the provincial engineers had subsequently been rescinded.
DW indicated that no matter what the politicians offered they would not contradict the engineers’ advice.
After some discussion it was agreed that we should at least request the reinstatement of the offer of the Pickled Green and Hotel raised tables as these would have a speed calming effect in the CBD. 
KP indicated that he would still request for a raised table near the Farm Stall as other Western Cape towns had raised tables on provincial roads.
DW said that Province had also indicated that additional speed restriction signage was needed. Province needs to install signage
KP indicated that a speed camera needed to be installed on Sarel Cilliers road before the start of the holiday season. A permanent camera was required but this could only be done if there are statistics verifying the extent of the speeding in the Napier 60 kph zone. This could be done using a mobile speed camera but CAM does not have any operational cameras. 
DW indicated that CAM are considering outsourcing this requirement and did not envisage a camera system for this holiday period. 
It would appear that CAM are not taking the need for speed control in Napier seriously.
At previous meetings involving CAM’s head of traffic control and the MM it had been confirmed that a traffic control officer would be allocated to Napier on an almost fulltime basis. Unfortunately this has not happened and the allocated officer is rarely seen in Napier. DW could not verify how many traffic offence fines had been issued by this traffic officer. The traffic control officer must be visible to road users if he is to have an effect. Numerous drivers passing along Sarel Cilliers road do not stop at the stop street crossings at West and Jan van der Byl streets, resulting in some near misses. The issuing of fines for traffic offences would act as a deterrent to bad driving habits as well as generate additional income for CAM.
There is no sale of liquor in Caledon on a Sunday and this has resulted in an increase in customers visiting Napier liquor outlets and with it people driving under the influence. The traffic control officer needs to also work on a Sunday to curb this problem.
The MM must ensure that law enforcement and traffic control officers service Napier. Both of these officers have no significant presence in Napier and when they are in Napier are ineffective.
KP indicated there was such concern about the lack of traffic law enforcement in Napier that there was support for a public demonstration to express this concern. 
KP requested that the MM arrange a date and coordinate the “Road safety and speed calming measures in Napier” meeting as the MM was in a better position to prevent diary clashes.
