NAPIER RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Napier Residents Association (NRA)

held on Thursday 29 August 2024 @ 18h00  in the  Community Hall, Volhou Str, Napier	

  
Present : 
Committee members:  Peter Surtees (in the chair), Mark Partington, Theresa Wilmot,  Randall Fuller,   Kevin Poulter,  Graham Carrick,  Stephen Titus, Angela Alterdorfer, Kent Georgala (NHCB) representative, Noni Gordon

Residents present:  164

1.Welcome:
Mark Partington, as Spokesman, welcomed all attending this meeting and asked for a minute’s silence for the untimely passing of Jan Wessels

2. Confirmation of minutes of NRA AGM minutes 17 May 2023
Proposed: Randall Fuller       Seconded: Theresa Wilmot

3. Introduction of current Exco
Mark introduced all the NRA committee members and their roles;
Special mention of Kevin Poulter’s involvement in various roles and communication with CAM;
Mark read an email from CAM Director of Infrastructure, confirming Kevin’s valuable input
in the issue of Solar surcharges.
Mark gave the reasons for the postponement of the AGM in May and the cancellation of a Special General Meeting requested by a non-committee member in July;
He thanked residents for attending and read excerpts from NRA Mission statement (copies available);

4. Chairman’s Annual Report
(copies available on request)
Peter Surtees paid a tribute to the late Jan Wessels for his service to the Community for 26 years;
He thanked the NRA Exco committee for their years of voluntary service;

Kevin Poulter thanked for his ongoing commitment to the NRA and residents of Napier in his communication with CAM regarding issues related to subdivisions of properties in Napier, Spatial Development Program, Municipal budget,  Solar surcharges and more;

Issues dealt with by the NRA during the year include speeding along Sarel Cilliers street and the involvement of the Chief Provisional Engineer;

Storm damage to bridges in Trade & van der Byl roads in September 2023 have not been attended to by CAM, who admitted there is no budget for unplanned damages;

Kevin’s weekly report on Facebook pages regarding Municipal issues acknowledge;

Peter thanked the residents for their past contributions and comments.

5. Feedback on achievements:
Kevin Poulter reported progress on Spatial Development for Napier;
He attended over 20 special meetings and thanked residents for their input;

The NRA representative got involved in sewerage problems, electricity increase, water restrictions and the request for documents from CAM, which Kevin finally received;

He thanked John Moult who assisted in resolving and reversing the Solar surcharges.

The NRA and Chairperson of Informal Settlement Committee, Lucen Stuart attended meetings on the low-income housing and informal settlement with CAM;

The new NRA committee will attend a meeting next week on the restoration of the bridges leading to Tamatiekraal;

Over the year there has been communication with other Resident Associations including Struisbaai;

Collaboration with CPF and Neighbourhood has been handled by Angela Alterdorfer for many years which is much appreciated.

Kevin emphasised the importance of the role of the Napier Residents Association and thanked the outgoing committee for their years of voluntary service to the community.

6. Treasurer’s report:
Graham Carrick reported the year ending has a bank balance of R 4392.  Income received was from a donation from CAM and R600 from residents at last year’s AGM;
Expenditure included a donation to the CPF, stationary expenses and the hire of this hall.

7.  Confirmation of Quorum for voting:
Mark Partington confirmed attendance sufficient for a quorum;

8.  Voting on membership fee:
The NRA has proposed a donation of R10 per resident for this year;

9. Election of Committee
Nominations for a new Committee were received 3 days prior to this AGM as per our Constitution
and therefore, no voting was necessary as 10 new nominees were counted;
Mark introduced the new committee to the audience namely:

Nadine Fowler
Nolwetu Kakana
Anneline Kriel
Edward Marks
John Moult
George Murtz
Kevin Poulter
Lucen Stuart
Colin Tonkin
Mat Wood


10. Other Business and Questions:
a)  Jelleke Wierenga suggested a petition from residents on speeding to be submitted.
Mark reported that Premier Alan Winde and Alan Simmers will be visiting Vierfontein farm next week and perhaps some banners on the main street could be possible;

b)  Colin Kretschmer suggested that a donation could be given to Nasorg;
The new committee will deal with this request;

c)  Jonno Maile asked if Mayor Ross will remain as Ward 1 councillor.   Confirmed until 2026 local govt election;

d)  Michael questioned the involvement of the NRA with objecting to the Mining. 
Kevin replied

e)  Jan Wessels confirmed that Carl is no longer involved with the farmers’ association with regards the mining issue;

f) Ina Georgala requested more involvement from the Municipality with Port Jackson invasion
along the river and pollution of the water;

g)  Lesley Richardson commented that Botanical Society members are talking to CAM about the invasive plants;


In closing of the meeting, the Chairman thanked the past committee and residents attending.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Meeting ended at 19h05
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